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Garney Companies, Inc., a heavy utility con-
struction company with its headquarters in 
Kansas City, Missouri. He is also the founder, 
Chairman of the Board, and Chief Executive 
Officer of Briarcliff Development Company, 
headquartered in Kansas City as well. Charles 
Garney and his companies have played an in-
tegral role in shaping the Kansas City skyline. 
He is responsible for preserving and pro-
moting one of Kansas City’s most notable 
neighborhoods in the historic Northeast area 
where he has made his home and been rec-
ognized as the Northlander of the Year by his 
neighbors. 

Outside of his burgeoning businesses, 
Charles Garney has played an active role in 
Kansas City’s civic, social, and philanthropic 
communities. Mr. Garney has consistently 
dedicated his time and efforts to countless or-
ganizations such as Metropolitan Lutheran 
Ministries, which improve the lives of others 
and make Kansas City a better place to live. 
He is the past President of the Kansas City 
Area Economic Development Council, past 
President of the Kansas City Crime Commis-
sion, and Director of the City of Fountains 
Foundation to name only a few. Mr. Garney is 
a member of several distinguished charitable 
and professional boards and committees as 
well. Charles Garney’s commitment has been 
recognized as the Missourian of the Year, he 
has received the Citizen of the Year Award 
from Baker University, the Distinguished Cit-
izen of the Kansas City Community Award by 
Park College, and he is listed in ‘‘Ingram’s 
Magazine’’ as one of Kansas City’s hundred 
most influential people from 1990 to 1997. 

Throughout his professional and personal 
career Charles Garney has been a great 
friend to his neighbors in the Kansas City 
community. He has shared his success with 
the city which raised him, and his devotion as 
an example to us all. Charles exemplifies the 
core values that we all strive for: commitment 
to the community, to family and to making a 
difference in the lives of others. I am honored 
to acknowledge Charles A. Garney for his suc-
cessful efforts and service to Kansas City. I 
know that he is joined in receiving this award 
by his wife Patty, his six daughters, and their 
extended family. Mr. Speaker, please join me 
in congratulating the Metropolitan Lutheran 
Ministries Friends In Deed 2000, Charles A. 
Garney. 
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NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
MUSEUM 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, October 28, 2000 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, on October 
24, 2000, S. 1438, a bill to establish a Na-
tional Law Enforcement Museum in the District 
of Columbia was passed in the House. 

H.R. 2710 and its companion legislation, S. 
1438, would establish a National Law Enforce-
ment Museum next to the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial in the District of 
Columbia. I believe that this museum will be a 
fitting tribute to those who serve and protect 
our communities and nation on a daily basis. 

Currently, there are about 74,000 federal, 
state and law enforcement officers who risk 
their lives to ensure that citizens are safe and 
protected. In fact, members of my own family 
have served and I feel especially proud to be 
a cosponsor and ardent supporter of this mu-
seum. 

The museum will help to educate the public 
about the law enforcement profession and the 
great personal risks many officers encounter 
daily. An integral part of the success of law 
enforcement is public support; support that will 
grow as the public gains a better under-
standing of the law enforcement profession 
through information provided at the museum. 
The museum will have an accompanying re-
search facility that will be instrumental in cre-
ating a safer and more stable environment for 
all, as research conducted there will be uti-
lized by policy makers as well as officers 
themselves to improve both the effectiveness 
of legislation and law enforcement techniques. 
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RETIREMENT OF NEW MEXICO 
STATE HISTORIAN ROBERT J. 
TORREZ 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, October 28, 2000 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, 
Mr. Robert J. Torrez, the New Mexico State 
Historian and one of New Mexico’s most rec-
ognized, respected and honored historians, re-
cently announced his retirement to be effective 
December 22, 2000. Mr. Torrez has served in 
his official position with New Mexico’s state 
government since 1987. 

During his years as State Historian, Mr. 
Torrez has made many noteworthy contribu-
tions to support greater awareness of the rich-
ness and depth of the more than four and a 
half centuries of New Mexico history—a writ-
ten record of history in the United States that 
has few, if any, direct parallels. And a record 
that continues to grow as New Mexico con-
tinues to make its unique contributions to our 
country. 

One of the areas in which Mr. Torrez has 
focused his scholarship is the history of New 
Mexico’s judicial institutions and how those in-
stitutions responded to crime, punishment and 
other legal dilemmas under the Spanish, Mexi-
can and American governments. He has writ-
ten many articles on the subject and has 
pointed out the effectiveness of the Spanish 
and Mexican systems in dealing with crimes in 
the context of not only providing justice, but 
also community-wide resolution and accept-
ance of the application of justice through those 
systems in ways that also preserved the integ-
rity of the individuals and families involved in 
progressive ways. He has long-running regular 
column that is published in the monthly public 
employee-oriented newspaper, Round the 
Roundhouse, that has pointed out many little- 
known aspect of New Mexico’s history. 

Mr. Torrez is a recognized expert on one of 
New Mexico’s—and the Southwest’s—most 
challenging issues. And it is an issue that is 
not only close to my heart but touches on the 
soul of every traditional Hispanic community in 

New Mexico: the question of New Mexico’s 
land grants. Those grants made by Spanish 
and Mexican governments were ostensibly 
protected by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
that ended the United States’ war with Mexico 
in 1848. Mr. Torrez has presented countless 
lectures and discussions concerning this mat-
ter and he served as a member of the Guada-
lupe Hidalgo Task Force created under the 
auspices of the New Mexico Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office in order to assist the United 
States General Accounting Office conduct 
their ongoing study of New Mexico’s grants. 

Mr. Torrez has also contributed significantly 
tothe preservation of New Mexico’s historical 
documents and cultural propoerties. As only 
one notable example, in 1988, he worked with 
the New Mexico Historical Records Advisory 
Board to obtain a grant from the National His-
torical Publications and Records Commission. 
He then ensured that the grant funds were ap-
plied to a much-needed project for locating 
and identifying historical records throughout 
New Mexico and then assessing their condi-
tion and making recommendations for main-
taining and preserving them for posterity. The 
result was a report, New Mexico’s Historical 
Records—An Assessment, that was published 
and circulated throughout the State in 1990. 

Despite his widespread recognition and his 
scholarly position, Mr. Torrez has also delib-
erately chosen to remain accessible to the 
many citizens struggling to understand their 
family, cultural and state history. It is part of 
his commitment to promoting the under-
standing and dissemination of the history that 
he clearly so deeply loves. And as a con-
sequence, he is not only widely recognized 
and warmly received wherever he travels in 
the state, but is also deeply appreciated as a 
living, breathing cultural treasure in our State. 
I, my wife, Jill, adn countless other New Mexi-
cans join in extending our sincere thanks and 
congratulations to Mr. Robert Torrez for his 
years and dedication and commitment to the 
history of our Land of Enchantment. We know 
and are glad that he will be able to continue 
his work from the comfort of his well-deserved 
and more leisurely state of retired public serv-
ant. One who has exemplified the highest 
standards of public service. We wish him con-
tinued rewards in the years to come. 
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MAINE WOMEN’S FUND 

HON. THOMAS H. ALLEN 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, October 28, 2000 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, on Monday 
evening, October 2, the Maine Women’s Fund 
held its annual ‘‘Evening to Honor Maine 
Women and Girls’’ and celebrated the Fund’s 
tenth anniversary year. 

At this year’s dinner, the Maine Women’s 
Fund honored four women for their extraor-
dinary efforts to eliminate gender barriers. 

Odelle Bowman, of Portland, uses theater to 
teach life and social skills and strengthen self- 
esteem for at-risk young girls through ‘‘A Com-
pany of Girls,’’ sponsored by the East End 
Children’s Workshop. Many of the girls are 
from low-income single parent families, many 
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